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1 Central Otago District comes out on top

According to the BERL Regional Database, the Central Otago District had the best-
performing economy in New Zealand in 2008. This was a step up from 2007 and 2006,

when the District placed 2".

The BERL Regional Performance Indicators rank the performance of 72 New Zealand
territorial local authority (TLA) economies. An equal weight is applied to four key
performance indicators — population, employment, GDP and business unit growth —in

determining the top achievers for the year.
The top 10

The top 10 economies in 2008 were all Districts (as opposed to Cities), with four from the

South Island and six from the North.

Central Otago District's dominance was the result of it having the fastest employment growth
rate in the country, as well as the 4" fastest growth in business numbers, the 10" fastest

increase in population, and the 7" quickest rise in GDP.

In 2" place in 2008 was Carterton District, which enjoyed a meteoric rise from its
performance in the previous two years, where it placed 48" and 46™. This excellent result
was due to the 2" fastest employment growth, 4" fastest GDP growth, 10" quickest rise in

business units, and 25" largest percentage gain in population.

Rodney District also moved up the list significantly, from 24" place last year to 3" in 2008.
This was on the back of strong growth in population (5lh fastest), business units (6‘“), and

employment (9").

Ashburton and Selwyn Districts both achieved strong employment growth, to fill 4" and 5"
positions on the list, respectively. Ashburton District had the 11" fastest GDP rise, and the
15" fastest surge in business units. Selwyn District’s rapid population growth continued (2nd

fastest).

The top 10 were rounded out by Waipa and Waimakariri Districts (joint 6”‘), Kapiti Coast
District in 8", New Plymouth District in 9", and Waikato District in 10"

Waipa had the 8" quickest rise in employment, and the 13" fastest business unit growth.
Waimakariri, like Selwyn District, enjoyed a strong surge in population (3" fastest) as
Christchurch expanded beyond the City limits. Kapiti Coast had the 4" fastest employment

rise in the country, while strong oil and dairy exports saw New Plymouth’s GDP rise the 7"

. 3 BERL Regional Performance Indicators
economics March 2009



quickest in New Zealand. Waikato District benefited from rapid population growth (6th

fastest), and strong business unit increases (8"‘).
Population growth

The Queenstown-Lakes District was once again the local economy with the strongest
population growth, up 3.9% in 2008. As already mentioned, Selwyn and Waimakariri
Districts also saw a surge in population, putting them in 2" and 3" spots respectively in
terms of this indicator. Two Auckland Region economies — Manukau and Rodney — took 4"

and 5" place.

The vast majority of New Zealand’s TLAs enjoyed population rises in 2008. Only 13 Districts
saw their populations remain constant or fall, with the largest decline in Wairoa District
(1.2%).

Employment growth

Employment growth was strongest in the Central Otago District, as alluded to above,
reaching 6.2% for the year to March 2008. Solid performers also included Carterton (5.3%),
Matamata-Piako (4.8%), Kapiti Coast (4.5%) and Hauraki (4.2%).

Overall employment growth to March 2008 was just 0.8% in New Zealand, with an even split
of TLAs above and below this point. The largest declines in employment were in Tararua (-
5.3%) and Rangitikei Districts (-3.1%).

GDP growth

Hauraki District achieved an impressive 12% surge in GDP in 2008. Next was Grey District
(10%), followed by Wairoa (9.2%), Carterton (8.9%) and Waimate (8.8%).

GDP grew a solid 3.2% in the year to March 2008 nationally. All but six of New Zealand’s
TLAs enjoyed an increase in value added within their borders. The Tararua District, with a
large fall in employment, also endured the most significant decline in GDP, at -3.8%. This
reduction in GDP was lower than the decrease in employment, however, suggesting strong

labour productivity gains.
Business unit growth

Kawerau District saw its business numbers rise 5.0% in 2008, as did the Queenstown-Lakes
District. Upper Hutt, Central Otago District, MacKenzie District, and Rodney District each

also enjoyed a surge of more than 3.0% in business numbers.
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Overall, the number of businesses in New Zealand rose by 1.4% during the year. Fifteen
TLAs saw a drop in the number of businesses within their boundaries, with Wairoa losing
2.2% of its total.

Cities vs Districts

The 2008 achievers’ list was dominated by Districts, filling out the top 10 places. Indeed, the
highest-placed city was Tauranga, in 16", slipping substantially from its 1% place last year.
Auckland was in 17", followed by North Shore and Upper Hutt (joint 19”1), Manukau and
Wellington (joint 22”"), and Christchurch (24”‘). The lowest placed of New Zealand’s 16
cities was Lower Hutt, which placed 57" equal.

While Districts accounted for the top 15 places on the list, they also filled the last 15.
North Island vs South Island

Two-thirds of New Zealand’s TLAs are in the North Island. Yet three of the top five, and
eight of the top 15 TLAs are in the South.

The lowest-placed South Island TLA was in 63" place, with the nine lowest-placed TLAs all

from the North Island.
The year’s big movers

As already mentioned, Carterton District’s rise has been rapid, up from 48" last year and 46"
the year before. Waipa District made 6", up from 36" a year ago. Other major
improvements were in Matamata-Piako and Grey, each up more than 45 positions since
2007. Kawerau, in 24" this year, leapt from last place in 2007, thanks to strong gains in

business numbers and GDP.

For more information on this report or on your own local economy, please contact Jason
Leung-Wai (Senior Economist, BERL) at 04-931-9208 or jason.leung-wai@berl.co.nz, or
David Norman (Economist, BERL) at 04-931-9220 or david.norman@berl.co.nz.
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2 Summary table

Overall rank 2008 rank

Territorial Authorit 5 g g g g

Y 2008 2007 2006 g2 . %5 § % - gs

gs pEs gE: 28

X oo Lo > X o o [l=]
Central Otago District 1 3 2 10 1 18 4
Carterton District 2 48 46 26 2 5 10
Rodney District 3 24 15 5 9 25 6
Ashburton District 4 29 6 19 6 13 15
Selwyn District 5 8 1 2 7 22 23
Waipa District 6 36 23 17 8 24 13
Waimakariri District 7 2 3 3 21 38 7
Kapiti Coast District 7 20 26 25 4 12 28
New Plymouth District 9 23 28 35 19 6 18
Waikato District 10 26 9 6 22 44 8
Matamata-Piako District 11 57 35 31 3 8 51
Grey District 11 59 21 41 11 3 38
Marlborough District 13 25 18 16 16 34 30
Hurunui District 13 31 25 38 18 14 26
Queenstown-Lakes District 13 5 5 1 52 41 2
Tauranga City 16 1 7 8 28 39 25
Auckland City 17 21 32 18 36 20 27
Hauraki District 18 37 15 34 5 1 66
North Shore City 19 16 15 12 35 50 11
Upper Huitt City 19 54 31 37 39 29 3
Western Bay of Plenty District 19 7 43 15 14 30 49
Manukau City 22 11 10 4 43 48 14
Wellington City 22 12 22 14 34 37 24
Kawerau District 24 72 52 63 37 9 1
Christchurch City 24 28 29 22 32 19 37
Franklin District 26 6 24 7 31 45 29
Buller District 27 19 30 62 24 7 20
Hastings District 28 14 47 44 10 15 48
Mackenzie District 28 34 14 28 15 69 5
Whangarei District 30 12 11 21 20 28 50
Timaru District 31 47 38 56 26 21 17
Papakura District 33 44 64 13 23 46 44
Southland District 34 63 62 49 17 16 45
Waimate District 35 51 54 39 33 2 57
Waitakere City 36 26 58 9 50 58 16
Whakatane District 37 40 49 60 13 10 52

source: BERL Regional Database
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Overall rank 2008 rank

Territorial Authorit 15 g g g g

Y 2008 2007 2006 g2 . %; § % - gs

gs pEs gE: 28

X oo Lo > X o o [l=]
Invercargill City 38 32 66 52 25 23 40
Kaikoura District 39 32 3 45 30 40 35
Porirua City 40 10 7 33 55 57 9
Nelson City 41 18 66 30 46 61 19
Hamilton City 42 8 12 11 65 60 22
Wanganui District 42 58 58 68 45 11 34
Wairoa District 44 70 19 73 12 4 73
Manawatu District 45 61 44 29 61 62 12
Dunedin City 46 49 48 43 42 47 33
Horowhenua District 47 62 41 42 29 31 67
Tasman District 48 56 71 24 44 68 39
South Wairarapa District 49 41 42 36 51 35 59
Far North District 50 39 38 46 48 36 56
Clutha District 51 43 65 23 40 59 69
South Waikato District 52 68 70 67 27 42 61
Stratford District 52 65 35 47 53 56 41
Thames-Coromandel District 54 17 63 59 54 43 42
Central Hawke's Bay District 55 65 69 40 41 53 65
Napier City 56 4 53 54 62 66 21
Palmerston North City 56 46 37 32 59 54 58
Lower Hutt City 58 22 27 48 49 63 46
Westland District 58 30 33 27 71 72 36
Gore District 60 64 55 66 58 52 31
Rotorua District 61 45 51 51 56 51 54
Opotiki District 61 34 68 70 47 32 63
Ruapehu District 63 53 61 71 63 17 64
Waitaki District 64 38 49 55 67 27 68
Taupo District 65 15 40 50 60 67 47
Masterton District 66 42 55 58 57 55 55
Waitomo District 67 67 60 61 70 26 71
Gisborne District 68 52 45 57 64 65 43
Kaipara District 69 59 13 53 66 71 60
South Taranaki District 70 69 71 65 68 49 72
Otorohanga District 71 54 34 64 69 70 53
Rangitikei District 72 50 19 69 72 64 62
Tararua District 73 71 55 72 73 73 70

@ economics
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3 Population

Population growth 2008
(% change on previous year)

Queenstown-Lakes District
Selwyn District
Waimakariri District
Manukau City
Rodney District
Waikato District
Franklin District
Tauranga City
Waitakere City
Central Otago District
Hanilton City

North Shore City
Papakura District
Wellington City
Western Bay of Plenty District
Marlborough District
Waipa District
Auckland City
Ashburton District
Total New Zealand
Whangarei District
Christchurch City
Clutha District
Tasman District
Kapiti Coast District
Carterton District
Westland District

Mackenzie District
Manawatu District
Nelson City

M atamata-Piako District
Palmerston North City
Porirua City

Hauraki District

New Plymouth District
South Wairarapa District
Upper Hutt City

Hurunui District
Waimate District
Central Hawke's Bay District
Grey District
Horowhenua District
Dunedin City

Hastings District
Kaikoura District

Far North District
Stratford District

Lower Hutt City
Southland District
Taupo District

Rotorua District
Invercargill City

Kaipara District

Napier City

Waitaki District

Timaru District
Gisborne District
Masterton District
Thames-Coromandel District
Whakatane District

Waitomo District
Buller District
Kawerau District
Otorohanga District
South Taranaki District
Gore District

South Waikato District
Wanganui District
Rangitikei District
Opotiki District
Ruapehu District
Tararua District

Wairoa District
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4 Employment

Employment FTE growth 2008
(% change on previous year)

Central Otago District
Carterton District

M atamata-Piako District
Kapiti Coast District
Hauraki District
Ashburton District
Selwyn District
Waipa District
Rodney District
Hastings District
Grey District

Wairoa District
Whakatane District
Western Bay of Plenty District
Mackenzie District
Marlborough District
Southland District
Hurunui District

New Plymouth District
Whangarei District
‘Waimakariri District
Waikato District
Papakura District
Buller District
Invercargill City
Timaru District

South Waikato District
Tauranga City
Horowhenua District
Kaikoura District
Frankiin District
Christchurch City
Waimate District
Wellington City
North Shore City
Auckland City
Kawerau District
Total New Zealand [ ]
Upper Hutt City
Clutha District
Central Hawke's Bay District
Dunedin City
Manukau City

Tasman District

Wanganui District
Nelson City

Opotiki District

Far North District

Lower Hutt City

Waitakere City

South Wairarapa District
Queenstown-Lakes District
Stratford District
Thames-Coromandel District
Porirua City

Rotorua District
Masterton District

Gore District

Palmerston North City
Taupo District

Manawatu District

Napier City

Ruapehu District
Gisborne District

Hamilton City

Kaipara District

Waitaki District

South Taranaki District
Otorohanga District
Waitomo District
Westland District
Rangitikei District

Tararua District
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5 Value added (GDP)

Real value added (GDP) growth 2008
(% change on previous year)

Hauraki District
Waimate District

Grey District

Wairoa District
Carterton District

New Plymouth District
Buller District
Matamata-Piako District
Kawerau District
Whakatane District
Wanganui District

Kapiti Coast District
Ashburton District
Hurunui District
Hastings District
Southland District
Ruapehu District
Central Otago District
Christchurch City
Auckland City

Timaru District

Selwyn District
Invercargill City

Waipa District

Rodney District
Waitomo District
Waitaki District
Whangarei District
Upper Hutt City
Western Bay of Plenty District
Horowhenua District
Opotiki District

Total New Zealand
Marlborough District
South Wairarapa District
Far North District
Wellington City
Waimakariri District
Tauranga City

Kaikoura District
Queenstown-Lakes District
South Waikato District
Thames-Coromandel District
Waikato District
Franklin District
Papakura District
Dunedin City

Manukau City

South Taranaki District
North Shore City

Rotorua District

Gore District
Central Hawke's Bay District
Palmerston North City
Masterton District
Stratford District
Porirua City
Waitakere City
Clutha District
Hamilton City
Nelson City
Manawatu District
Lower Hutt City
Rangitikei District
Gisborne District
Napier City

Taupo District
Tasman District
Mackenzie District
Otorohanga District
Kaipara District
Westland District

Tararua District
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6 GDP per capita

Real GDP per capita growth 2008
(% change on previous year)

Hauraki District
Wairoa District
Waimate District

Grey District

Kawerau District
Buller District
Carterton District
New Plymouth District
M atamata-Piako District
Whakatane District
Wanganui District
Ruapehu District
Hurunui District
Hastings District
Southland District
Kapiti Coast District
Ashburton District
Timaru District
Invercargill City
Opotiki District
Waitomo District
Waitaki District
Christchurch City
Auckland City

Central Otago District
Upper Hutt City
Horowhenua District
Waipa District

Far North District
Whangarei District
South Waikato District
South Wairarapa District
Western Bay of Plenty District
Total New Zealand
Kaikoura District
Rodney District
Thames-Coromandel District
Gore District

South Taranaki District
Marlborough District
Rotorua District
Wellington City
Dunedin City
Masterton District
Selwyn District
Tauranga City

Central Hawke's Bay District
Stratford District
Rangitikei District
Palmerston North City
Papakura District
Waimakariri District
Porirua City

North Shore City

Gisborne District

Franklin District
Lower Hutt City

Waikato District

Napier City

Clutha District

Taupo District

Nelson City

M anawatu District
Manukau City

Waitakere City

Hamilton City

Otorohanga District
Tasman District

M ackenzie District
Kaipara District
Queenstown-Lakes District

Tararua District

Westland District
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7 Labour productivity (GDP per FTE)

Productivity growth 2008
(% change on previous year)

Waimate District
Hauraki District
Kawerau District
Waitomo District
Ruapehu District
Buller District

Grey District

Waitaki District
Wairoa District
Wanganui District
New Plymouth District
South Taranaki District
Rangitikei District
Auckland City
Christchurch City
Whakatane District
Carterton District
South Wairarapa District
Gore District
Thames-Coromandel District
Hurunui District
Opotiki District
Timaru District
Palmerston North City
Matamata-Piako District
Queenstown-Lakes District
Far North District
Rotorua District
Upper Hutt City
Invercargill City
Hamilton City
Masterton District
Total New Zealand
Southland District
Tararua District
Gishorne District
Manawatu District
Horowhenua District
Porirua City
Wellington City
Napier City

Hastings District
Stratford District
Westland District
Ashburton District
Tauranga City

Taupo District
Waitakere City
Manukau City

Dunedin City

Kapiti Coast District

Kaikoura District
Whangarei District
South Waikato District
Otorohanga District
Central Hawke's Bay District
Franklin District

North Shore City
Kaipara District
Western Bay of Plenty District
Selwyn District
Rodney District
Waikato District
Lower Hutt City
Waimakariri District
Waipa District
Marlborough District
Papakura District
Nelson City

Clutha District
Tasman District
Central Otago District
M ackenzie District
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8 Business units

Business units growth 2008
(% change on previous year)

Kawerau District
Queenstown-Lakes District
Upper Hutt City
Central Otago District
Mackenzie District
Rodney District
Waimakariri District
Waikato District
Porirua City

Carterton District
North Shore City
Manawatu District
Waipa District
Manukau City
Ashburton District
Waitakere City

Timaru District

New Plymouth District
Nelson City

Buller District

Napier City

Hanilton City

Selwyn District
Wellington City
Tauranga City

Hurunui District
Auckland City

Kapiti Coast District
Franklin District
Marlborough District
Gore District

Total New Zealand L ]
Dunedin City
Wanganui District
Kaikoura District
Westland District
Christchurch City
Grey District

Tasman District
Invercargill City
Stratford District
Thames-Coromandel District
Gisborne District
Papakura District
Southland District
Lower Hutt City

Taupo District
Hastings District
Western Bay of Plenty District
Whangarei District

M atamata-Piako District
Whakatane District
Otorohanga District
Rotorua District
Masterton District

Far North District
Waimate District
Palmerston North City
South Wairarapa District
Kaipara District

South Waikato District
Rangitikei District
Opotiki District
Ruapehu District
Central Hawke's Bay District
Hauraki District
Horowhenua District
Waitaki District
Clutha District
Tararua District
Waitomo District
South Taranaki District

Wairoa District
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9 Business size (FTEs per business unit)

Business size growth 2008
(% change on previous year)

Wairoa District
Hauraki District

M atamata-Piako District
Hastings District
Kapiti Coast District
Carterton District
Central Otago District
‘Whakatane District
Western Bay of Plenty District
Grey District
Horowhenua District
Whangarei District
Selwyn District
Southland District
Ashburton District
Clutha District

South Waikato District
Central Hawke's Bay District
Waipa District
Marlborough District
Hurunui District
Papakura District
‘Waimate District
Opotiki District

New Plymouth District
Invercargill City
Rodney District

Far North District
South Wairarapa District
Kaikoura District
Christchurch City

M ackenzie District
South Taranaki District
Buller District

Franklin District
Tauranga City
‘Waimakariri District
Lower Hutt City

Total New Zealand ]
Timaru District
Tasman District
Auckland City
Wellington City
Dunedin City

Waitaki District
Ruapehu District
Wangani District
Waikato District
‘Waitomo District
Masterton District
Rotorua District
Stratford District
North Shore City
Palmerston North City
Nelson City

Kaipara District
Thames-Coromandel District
Manukau City

Taupo District
Waitakere City
Otorohanga District
Gisborne District
Rangitike District
Upper Htt City

Gore District

Napier City

Hailton City

Porirua City

M anawatu District
Tararua District
Kawerau District
Westland District

Queenstown-Lakes District
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10 Method

This report is based on data generated from the BERL Regional Database, which
incorporates business demographic data, census, population estimates and national GDP
from Statistics New Zealand. This enables the calculation of employment, productivity and

business size and unit by LA.

We stress that, from an economic development perspective, it is important to look at a
number of factors rather than just the overall rankings. In particular it is important to note the
rate of growth and the change in rates over a period of time in relation to the national

performance.
10.1 Rankings

Rankings for the individual TLAs are based on the change in key performance indicators
(KPIs) from the previous year. TLAs are then ranked from 1 (greatest positive change) to 73

(greatest negative change). TLAs with the same rate of change are ranked equally.

The rankings cover 72 TLAs and New Zealand overall. New Zealand is included in the
rankings to allow comparison to the average. The Chatham Islands district has not been

included in the analysis. Banks Peninsula has been combined with Christchurch City.

The overall ranking is obtained by combining the growth rankings on four of the KPIs —

population, employment, value added (labour productivity) and business units.

Note that it is also important to look at individual economic indicator rankings as the overall
scoring system applies equal weight to each of the four indicators. Thus, population growth
is considered just as important as productivity growth. Further, the overall ranking includes
four indicators that not all TLAs might aspire to. For example, population growth may not be

a key growth strategy for many TLAs.

There are some differences in rankings for 2005 as all population data (which we use SNZ

population estimates) has been reviewed to incorporate the outcomes from the 2006 census.
10.2 Terminology
Year

Numbers are for the twelve months to March of the stated year.
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Value Added (or the TLA GDP)

Value added measures the total value contributed by the activities of all businesses and
organisations in the region. In theory it is equal to the value of the output of business (ie
sales or turnover) less its purchases from other businesses of goods and services used in

production (that latter are sometimes termed intermediate inputs).

In practice value added is akin to the sum of wages, salaries, profits and operating surplus
arising from all economic activity in the industry and/or region. The total value added for a

region is equivalent to its contribution to national GDP (Gross Domestic Product).

Employment (FTES)

Measured as the number of employed persons - but in terms of full-time equivalents (FTES),
such that two part-time employed persons is counted as one full-time person.

Productivity

Measured as the value added (or GDP) of the TLA divided by the number of FTEs.

Business units and size

This provides the number of business operating units within the TLA. Business size is
defined as the average number of FTEs for each operating unit and indicates whether

businesses in the TLA are on average growing or shrinking.

Neither BERL nor any of its employees accepts any responsibility on any grounds whatsoever, including negligence,
to any other person. While every effort is made by BERL to ensure that the information, opinions and forecasts are
accurate and reliable, BERL shall not be liable for any adverse consequences of decisions made in reliance of any
report provided by BERL, nor shall BERL be held to have given or implied any warranty as to whether any report

provided by BERL will assist in the performance of functions.
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