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Fact file:

Getting there: Air New Zealand
flies to the coastal gateway city of
Westport daily.
Where to stay:
Punakaiki Resort, SH6, Punakaiki: If
the sea was any closer to your
room, your duvet would get wet.
Quite literally a stone’s throw from
Punakaiki’s famous Pancake Rocks,
and, with 38,000ha of Paparoa
National Park on the doorstep, we
loved staying at this smart and
stylish hotel wedged between bush
and dunes. Great tucker at the
Waterline Restaurant, too.
Ph (03) 731-1168, www.punakaiki-
resort.co.nz
Birds Ferry Lodge, Charleston,
Buller: Just 8km north of
Charleston, Alison and Andre Gygax
offer a friendly welcome, superb
food, and the choice between
rooms in the main house or the
private, self-contained Ferry Man’s
Cottage. The latter has a roaring
fire, spectacular views and resident
poultry galore. Ph (03) 429-1604,
www.birdsferrylodge.co.nz
Steeples Cottage, Lighthouse Rd,
Cape Foulwind: 11km south of
Westport and a 20-minute clifftop
walk from the area’s famous seal
colony, hosts Bruce and Pauline
Cargill have built a self-contained
cottage beside their house.
Pauline’s sister runs the Star Tavern
50m down the road where we ate
delicious grilled turbot and rig from
the bay. Ph (03) 789-7876,
www.steeplescottage.co.nz
What to do: You can go surfing,
swimming, kayaking, fishing,
rockclimbing and caving. You can
visit local artists, nudge a clip-
clopping tame neddy up gentle
bushtracks. But Lonely Planet quite
rightly cites SH6 between
Greymouth and Westport as one of
the world’s 10 best road trips. So if
you’re feeling lazy, just drive.

Cape Foulwind near Westport.

like exotic dancers, guinea fowl
which look like hurtling grey
bottles with legs, cooing doves,
aloof pheasants, all cohabiting
harmoniously without the need of
a treaty with the tangata whenua:
tui, bellbirds, weka and pukeko.

And if you’ve phoned first to
book the place, you just might
find a warm loaf of freshly baked

bread on the counter, and a
casserole containing one of those
unlucky chickens, braised with
olives and capers, for you to heat
up after you’ve got the fire
roaring. As the sun sets, you can
put your exhausted nipper to bed
(‘‘a four-poster, dad!’’) and lie
beside your beloved under the
stars, in a matched pair of
outdoor baths, looking down over
huge regenerating tablelands and
out to sea with the snowy Paparoa
Ranges peeking over your
shoulder.

After breakfast we drive to Cape
Foulwind, or as my daughter
prefers to call it, Cape Fartypants.
Today the lashing gales suggested
by that name are nowhere to be
seen. There’s a gentle on-shore
breeze as we move into our final
destination, a cottage on top of
the cliffs. After our bracing
20-minute walk to the nearby seal
colony, owners Pauline and Bruce
fire up the barbie and feed us
delicious fritters made from
whitebait they caught themselves.
We hoe into them between thick
slabs of buttery white bread, and
when he leaves, Bruce wraps up
the rest ‘‘for breakfast’’.

A trip into Westport the next
morning is a reminder of the
harsh reality of West Coast life
away from the scenic tourist trail.
Surly adolescents pilot hotted-up
hoonmobiles down a main street
of near-empty shops. A smile ban
is strictly enforced by most local
businesses. An electrical goods
store has a sad little stack of faded
blank VHS tapes as its window
display. Inept paintings of pukeko
hang hopefully in tiny tourist-trap
galleries. On the plus side, the
Middle Break cafe makes a decent
coffee, the checkout ladies at the
supermarket are hard shots and
an elderly woman in the Sally
Army op shop cracks an
astoundingly rude joke while
hanging up a moth-eaten fur
stole. I’m still laughing as I ferret
through a box of old LPs and
strike gold: a battered copy of
classic 1975 soul album Al Green is
Love, with the previous owner’s
name – ‘‘FUZZ’’ – scrawled across
the cover. Two dollars and it’s
mine. We pile into the car to head
home, having confirmed that, yes,
despite all evidence to the
contrary, Westport has at least a
little bit of soul.
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CHRISTMAS CRUISE (10 Nights)
Departs: 19th December 2011

Auckland – Tonga – Fiji – Auckland
Inside Cabin ONLY $1699*pp

Outside Cabin ONLY $1739*pp
BONUS: A$150 Onboard Credit per cabin

SOUTH PACIFIC CRUISE (10 Nights)
Departs: 8th January 2012

Auckland – Vanuatu – New Caledonia -
Auckland

Outside Cabin ONLY $1689*pp
BONUS: A$150 Onboard Credit per cabin

PETITE ESCAPE (8 Nights)
Departs: 18th January 2012

Auckland – New Caledonia – Auckland
Inside Cabin ONLY $1299*pp

Includes FREE UPGRADE to Outside Cabin
BONUS: A$100 Onboard Credit per cabin

AUSSIE ADVENTURE (14 Nights)
Departs: 29th January 2012

Auckland – Australia – Tasmania - 
Auckland

Outside Cabin ONLY $1689*pp
BONUS: A$200 Onboard Credit per cabin
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On the ball –
John Sturgeon’s top West Coast picks

In Greymouth you must visit
Shantytown, an 1880s goldmining
town in full working order and 30
shops and buildings to explore.
There’s also working steam engines,
a new holographic exhibition and
gold panning.

It’s a great family spot.
There’s also Coaltown Museum in

Buller and the Stockton opencast
mine, the largest in New Zealand,
which you can take tours through.
You can tour the gold fields in
Reefton as well.

Lake Brunner is a lovely spot to
visit – my children learnt to water ski
there. The coast also has walkways
and cycle tracks galore.

South Westland has Franz Josef
and Fox Glaciers – it’s Godzone
actually. And in the north near
Karamea there’s the Heaphy Track
and the Oparara arch and caves.

I’ve been all over the world and
the West Coast has scenic
experiences that are as good as
anywhere.

The drive down the coast must be
one of the most scenic roads in the
world. And its isolation has created
very friendly people.

John Sturgeon of Greymouth, the
immediate past president of the
NZRU, is a former All Blacks manager
and is the West Coast/Buller
representative of the rugby Living
Legends. He was made an MBE in
1991 for his services to sport and is a
life member and former chairman of
West Coast Rugby Football Union.

Through Rugby World Cup, we’ll
be asking All Black legends to share
their favourite places and things to
do in their home towns.
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